In attendance:

Jon Antoniazzi, Bethan Foweraker, Emily Collins, Mathew Keegan, Samir Ali, Grace Balchin, Rebecca Sommerville, James Hickman, Dorothy McCarthy, Emily Wilkin, Samuel Taylor-Wickenden, Lindsay Reed, Elena Finckh, Trygve Borsting, John McCall, Antony Farrell, Immaculate Maluza, Emily Hipkiss, Matthew Evans, Claire McLoughlin, Keiron Pizzey.

Course Representatives’ Council Minutes
1st Febraury 2011 - 1af Chwefror 2011
1. Welcome & Introductions
a. Bethan welcomes everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending. Jon Antoniazzi, the President of the Guild of Students, was introduced. 

2. Apologies  
a. Absent with apologies: Kim Botticelli, Alyssia Slade, Sarah Hall.
b. Absent without apologies: Rachel Neill, Claire Stewart, Isaac Shortman, Hazel Sturt, Ben Lang, Nia Bevan, Rebekah Wale, Katie Greenlees, Daniel Thomas.
3. Reports
a. Uwch Gynrychiolwyr – Senior Reps
i. Art – No reps.

ii. Computer Science – Yet to have another meeting since last Course Reps’ Council. Feedback and minutes have been received from the last SSCC. New library terminals have now been added and additional printers are being discussed. Reps felt the SSCC actions had been largely taken. 

iii. Drama – No reps.

iv. English – Yet to have another meeting since last Course Reps’ Council. Reps felt the feedback from the SSCC meetings was extremely late. 

v. European Languages – No reps.

vi. IGERS - Yet to have another meeting since last Course Reps’ Council. Minutes received from last SSCC in good time. Reps largely satisfied. 

vii. IBERS - – Yet to have another meeting since last Course Reps’ Council. Minutes received in good time from last SSCC. Issues raised at the SSCC have been dealt with. 

viii. International Politics - – Yet to have another meeting since last Course Reps’ Council. Minutes have been received from the last SSCC but reps felt they took a very long time to be produced. The reps made a summary of the SSCC meeting to send to their students. They are also organising surgeries for their students. Bethan and Emily offered congratulations for their proactive approach. 
ix. Law - Yet to have another meeting since last Course Reps’ Council. The reps arranged a drop-in session to discuss several issues with exams that had been raised. Bethan attended this. They also organised a meeting with the department administrators on the matter and have a follow-up session on Wednesday 2/2/11. 

x. Management & Business - Yet to have another meeting since last Course Reps’ Council (scheduled for 2/2/11). Minutes from last SSCC sent out in good time and most issues resolved. 

xi. Physics - Yet to have another meeting since last Course Reps’ Council. Reps noted that there had been an issue with an assignment deadline being poorly notified and a clash with an exam. Bethan was informed about this and those affected were given an opportunity to apply to ‘special circumstances’. There was also an issue of poor welsh translation on an exam paper; this, too, was resolved. 
xii. Psychology – No reps.

xiii. Sport Science – No reps.

xiv. SELL – No reps. 

xv. Welsh – No reps.
b. SREC
i. Emily has, since the last meeting, received and distributed the course rep hoodies, designed posters for course reps to distribute, put together a booklet of NSS results per department for course reps to view (can be seen here: http://bit.ly/hlYkFv) and discuss in their catch-up sessions over the coming weeks (these are set to be 15:00 – 16:00 Wednesday 2nd Feb, 12:00 – 13:00 Monday 7th Feb, 16:00 – 17:00 Monday 7th Feb, 16:00 – 17:00 Wednesday 9th Feb), produced a benchmarking exercise for Faculty Reps to be reviewed by the University, reformatted the Guild’s Education Campaign and attended a training event for the Welsh Initiative for Student Engagement. 
c. Education Officer
1. Bethan detailed her work on the Stress Free Zone during revision week and her attendance at the Wales Initiative for Student Engagement talks. At these talks, Bethan and Jon were invited to present the education campaign. Bethan thanked the reps for their comments during the last Course Reps’ Council which have now been added to the document.  Bethan thanked the Physics and Law Reps for bringing departmental issues to her attention and reminded reps that they could always email her with issues. 
4. Items for discussion
a. SSCC meetings.
i. Emily asked for reps’ general comments on the running of SSCC meetings and the course rep system overall. 

1. Every rep in attendance felt that the first SSCC meetings of the second semester should be held later to avoid exam-clashes and to incorporate feedback from the exam results released in March.

2. Several departments felt that the minutes of the SSCC took too long to be produced, meaning they couldn’t discuss them with students in good time. 

3. Several departments felt that communication within the department with regards to course reps and senior reps was poor.
4. Every rep in attendance felt that the agendas for SSCC meetings should be more detailed to allow reps to canvas student opinion on issues to be discussed. This was considered especially vital on issues where the reps are expected to speak for the student body, to ensure they are remaining representative and not simply giving their own personal opinion.
b. NSS
i. Emily reiterated the NSS booklet that she has produced is available to be viewed online and reminded reps of the upcoming catch-up sessions where the results would be further discussed.
c. Exams 
i. Bethan asked reps for comments on the recent exam period.

1. Physics – The layout of an exam had been significantly changed with little consultation or notification. 
2. Maths – The spacing of exams was very poor, leaving students with little time between exams to revise or recover.

3. History – Also felt the spacing of exams was very poor. 

4. IBERS – Also felt the spacing of exams was very poor. There were also several concerns raised about the conditions in Llanbadarn campus exams; specifically temperature. 

5. English – Felt that the department had been unclear about which texts were required to be studied for certain exams.

6. All departments agreed that the regulations for exams were not clear enough and not clearly made available prior to exams. There were several issues raised about the behaviour of invigilators and the failure to notify students that dictionaries are available.
d. Elections
i. Jon spoke to the reps about the upcoming elections for sabbatical positions within the Guild of Students. He encouraged anyone who is interested in standing for election should get in touch. Information on nominations and elections will be sent to all students soon.

5. Any Other Business
a. Bethan spoke about the upcoming Guild of Students Demonstration against cuts on the 22nd February. She highlighted how important it was for as many students to come along as possible and asked the reps to inform their students and co-reps where possible.

b. One rep felt that the module databases were not up to date.

6. Next meeting
a. The date of the next meeting is currently set for 5th April 2011. 

